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Design_Theofanis Bobotis Architects Design team_Theofanis Bobotis, Lukas Bobotis, Elena
Tsoka Client_FFG Platinum Location_9 Solonos street, Kolonaki, Athens, Greece Built

area_2,500m* Completion_2006 Photographer Minos Alchanatis Editor Lee Eunjung

The ‘Observatory’ concept store was designed to house a unified commercial ‘lifestyle’
activity of different fashion brands. The building exterior consists of a plan, geometrical
morphological composition. Two titted glazing surfaces joined together, with an opposite
inclination, are delimited by two wooden frames and compose a plain, but clear prismatic
volume. The triangular cross section of the wooden frames hosts in its interior
electromechanical installation elements, contributing at the same time to the creation of
a field of view entering the building interior, The tilted glazing and the transparent
flooring on the facade create the feeling of continuity between inside and outside and
between top and bottom on all floors, but also a sense of levitating on the inner side of

the facade. So, the ‘shopping’ atmosphere, characterizing the specific area in general,

enters the floors through their transparency; in a similar manner, the inner atmosphere is
projected to the outside. The exterior aesthetics of the building, austere hut distinctive,
constitute an interruption of the aesthetic front of apartment buildings from the 60's and
the 70's, which are characteristic of Solonos street. The recognizable character and the
identity of the building mainly result from the simple composition of two rectangular |

wooden frames. Tex by Theofanis Bobous Architects I‘_}
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The '‘Observatory’ concept store
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